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…lets refresh our memories…

The 17th Century is included in which 
historical period…

a) Ancient times

b) Middle Ages

c) Modern age

d) Contemporary age

Can you remember the dates & events 
that mark the beginning/end of these 
periods?



HISTORICAL PERIODS

Prehistory

4,2 m.y.a –
3,000 BC

Ancient
History

3,000 BC –
476 AD

Middle
Ages

476 –
1453/92

Modern
Age

1453/92 -
1789

Contemporary
Age

1789 - today
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MODERN AGE

SUBPERIODS

Renaissance
(Renacimiento)

15th – 16th Centuries

Baroque
(Barroco)

17th Century

Enlightenment

(Ilustración)

18th Century

Unit 1 & 2 Unit 3 4º ESO



…lets refresh our memories…

What do you remember of the 
Middle Ages…??

What changes during the 15-16th

centuries led Europe to a new era?

How did the amount of power of the 
kings evolved since the Middle 
Ages? What will happen at the end 
of the Modern Period?



MIDDLE AGES

5th – 15th centuries

•Byzantine Empire

•Carolingian Empire

•Origin & spread of Islam

•Feudalism

•Theocentricism

•Monasteries, manuscripts

•East-West schism (Catholic VS 
Orthodox)

•Romanesque & Gothic art

•Crusades

•Growth of cities

•Origin of the Middle class 
(bourgeoisie)

•Universities

MODERN AGE

15th – 18th centuries

•Geographical discoveries

•Centralised power. 
Authoritarian & absolute 
monarchies

•Capitalism

•Anthropocentrism

•Recovery of classical culture 
(Greek & Roman)

•Reformation (Catholic VS 
Protestant)

•Printing press

•Humanism (reason, science...)

•Renaissance, Baroque and 
Neoclassic art.

• Increased power of the Middle 
class (bourgeoisie).





Authoritarian monarchies

MIDDLE AGES

FEUDAL MONARCHIES:
Kings’ power was limited. 

Nobility & clergy had 
power inside their fiefs.

MODERN PERIOD

AUTHORITARIAN MONARCHIES:
Kings’ power becomes unlimited. 
Kings reinforce their authority & power 
by weakening the power of others 
(nobles, clergy, parliaments, cities). 



HOW DID 
AUTHORITARIAN 

MONARCHIES 
REINFORCED THEIR 

POWER?

Controlling others’ power by…:

- Appointing high public posts (positions of authority).

- Summoning the Parliament  (Cortes) as little as possible.

- Limiting the autonomy of the cities by sending “Corregidores” to preside 
the meetings of the City Councils.

Establishing the 
court in one city 

(the capital)

Professional permanent 
army  paid by the king, 

so they obeyed his 
decisions. Nobles weren’t 
allowed to have private 

armies anymore .

Establishing a diplomatic system 
 representatives (ambassadors) 
sent to different courts to defend 

the interest of their country in 
international politics

Imposing regular 
taxes (provided 

kings with a regular 
income)

Unifying & 
extending their 
territories by 

marriage & wars



 Authoritarian monarchies were established in France, England and Spain.

 Germany and Italy weren’t united under single rulers

Henry VIII 

(TUDOR Dynasty, 

England) 

Francisco I 

(VALOIS Dynasty, 

France)

Catholic Monarchs (TRASTAMARA Dynasty).

Their grandson, Carlos I, began the HABSBURG 

Dynasty in Spain.



…lets refresh our memories…

 Feudal monarchies  Authoritarian monarchies 
 Absolute monarchies (kings gain more & 
more power)

 Rise of capitalism & growth in number and in 
wealth of the bourgeoisie.

 Protestant Reformation: religious division in 
Europe (Catholics VS Protestants)

 Theocentricism  Anthropocentrism

Humanism (new mentality: science, reason…)

Renaissance art



…lets refresh our memories…

What dynasty & kings ruled in Spain 
in the 16th century?

Was Spain an important country? 
How big was it?

Which were the main enemies of the 
Spanish Monarchy? What conflicts 
did the Spanish kings had to deal 
with?



KINGS OF SPAIN DURING THE 
MODERN AGE (UNTIL 1700)

THE HABSBURGS

(“LOS AUSTRIAS”)

AUSTRIAS MAYORES

(16th Century)

AUSTRIAS MENORES

(17th Century)



“the sun never 

sets on the 

Spanish empire”

Have you ever heard this saying?
What do you think it means?



Carlos I of Spain and V of Germany

 1516: became king of Spain 

when his maternal 

grandfather, Fernando el 

Católico, died.

 1520: became German 

Emperor when his paternal 

grandfather, Maximiliano I, 

died.

He accumulated a huge 

inheritance!!!

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/CharlesVtit.jpg




Carlos I of Spain and V of Germany

b) EXTERNAL CONFLICTS: 

Carlos I was in constant war against...

EXTERNAL CONFLICTS OF 
CARLOS I

The Turks
(Ottoman
Empire)

The
Protestants

France



Battle of Pavía 
(1525).

The king of France 
(Francisco I) was 

defeated and 
Carlos I annexed 

Milan to his 
empire.

VS France: Carlos I fought against 

France which was surrounded by 

Habsburgs’ territories. They fought over 

control of north Italy  Carlos I 

annexed Milan.



Carlos I annexed Milan to the Spanish Empire (1525)
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The Conquest of Tunis (1535), then under 
the control of the Ottoman Empire, by the 

Spanish Empire.

VS the Turks (Ottoman Empire): who 

were a threat in Central Europe & the 

Mediterranean.  Carlos I annexed Tunis



Carlos I added Tunis to the Spanish Empire
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VS the Protestants: some German 

princes converted to Lutheranism, 

and demanded autonomy from 

Charles I.  After many years 

fighting, Carlos I recognised 

religious freedom in 

Germany (Peace of Augsburg, 

1555)

PEACE OF AUGSBURG (1555)
Representatives of the German estates at 
the Augsburg conference discuss the 
possibilities of a religious 
peace.

The front page of the 
treaty: each prince 

could chose the religion 
in his dominions

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8d/Peace-of-augsburg_1555.jpg
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Felipe II

 1556: inherited the Spanish 

Empire (Spain, Spanish 

territories in America, the Low 

Countries, Naples, Sicily…) 

from his father. 

 Since he wasn’t the German 

Emperor, he governed in 

Spain’s benefit. To do so, he 

established a permanent court 

in Madrid (1561), which 

became the capital of Spain.

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/Portrait_of_Philip_II_of_Spain_by_Sofonisba_Anguissola_-_002b.jpg


b) EXTERNAL CONFLICTS: 

Felipe II was also in constant war against...

EXTERNAL CONFLICTS 
OF FELIPE II

England

Portugal 
(external issue, 

not conflict)

The protestants 
in the Low 
Countries

The Turks
(Ottoman
Empire)

France

Felipe II



BATTLE OF SAN QUINTÍN (1557)
France VS Spain

France: the French invaded 

Naples, so the Spanish army 

in the Low Countries 

counterattacked invading 

France. The French were 

decisively defeated in the 

Battle of San Quintín. 



BATTLE OF SAN QUINTÍN
France VS Spain

It ended the 10th of August 1557, 
festivity of San Lorenzo (a saint who was 

burned to death in a grill).

To conmemorate this victory, Felipe II 
built the “Monastery of San Lorenzo de El 

Escorial”... 

Noticed that it has the shape of a 
grill?!?  
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VIDEO: BATTLE OF 

LEPANTO (1571)

Catholics (Holy League)

VS

Ottoman Turks

Do you know 
who

“El Manco 
de Lepanto” 

is?

VS the Turks (Ottoman Empire): Felipe II 

allied with Venice & the Pope and formed 

a fleet (“Holy League”) which defeated the 

Turks at the Battle of Lepanto.

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=X4HzG40wfIlcIM&tbnid=UDXpPJeEvL6TMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcatholicexchange.com%2Flepanto-1571-the-battle-that-saved-europe%2F&ei=iOesUbSvGoua0AW0rYHIDg&bvm=bv.47244034,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFzIALOaDf65MPgFSR4z15qGO9t4A&ust=1370372328968138
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Q_HT8-tqcU
http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=T2k7WM030exp6M&tbnid=EDw5jjrASgdYdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnobility.org%2F2012%2F10%2F04%2Flepanto%2F&ei=6OesUcvpGcmx0QXPu4HoDQ&bvm=bv.47244034,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFzIALOaDf65MPgFSR4z15qGO9t4A&ust=1370372328968138


The protestants in the Low 

Countries: Felipe II seen as a 

foreigner by the Flemish (born in 

Spain, court in Madrid...) + 

expansion of Protestantism... 

Flemish rebelled demanding 

autonomy (1566). It was the 

beginning of the 80 Years War. 

In 1579 the northern Low 

Countries declared themselves 

independent forming the United 

Provinces, but the war 

continued.



EIGHTY YEARS WAR
Spain

VS

United Provinces (northern Low Countries)

In 1579 the northern provinces of the Low 
Countries, mostly Protestant, declared 
themselves independent creating the 

“United Provinces” (Union of Utrecht).

The southern provinces, mostly Catholic, 
remained loyal to Felipe II (Union of Arras) 

in order to receive protection against 
Protestants’ attacks.

However, the war between Spain & the 
protestants of the United Provinces 

continued until 1648. (Eighty Years War: 1566-
1648. Felipe IV recognized their independence in the 

Peace of Westfalia).

http://wps.ablongman.com/long_kishlansky_cw_5/0,6472,268318-,00.html
http://www.zum.de/whkmla/region/lowcountries/dutrep15791609.html


England: due to the English support to the Dutch, English piracy 

against Spanish ships that came from America & Anglicanism. 

The Spanish Armada wasn’t able to 
invade England due to the bad weather, 
it wasn’t possible to pick up the soldiers 

from the Low Countries (which were 
suffering the Protestant rebellion), food 
rotted (since the wood was still humid)…

Felipe II planned the invasion 

of England by sending the 

“Armada Invencible” 

Spain’s first major defeat.

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0c/GalleassGirona.JPG


The Spanish Empire under Felipe II after 
the annexation of Portugal (1580)

Another important event was the Annexation of Portugal (1580)

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=i9FJ0DvBBgb-xM&tbnid=BEyQGiip9XtIhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebs.ono.com%2Fpedabagon%2Fpedro%2FHistoria%2520de%2520Espana%2Fesquema%2520de%2520temas%2Fsiglo%2520dieciseis%2Fmapas%2520dieciseis.html&ei=Wv-sUenUIrHL0AWr2IGQDQ&bvm=bv.47244034,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFKFiI2Bj4M6MPz8_xqzO1i_st7Eg&ust=1370378456096568


17th CENTURY 



TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE 

17th CENTURY

TRANSFORMATIONS 
OF THE 17TH CENTRUY

Absolute monarchies

&

first Parliamentary 
systems

Growth of the 
bourgeoisie 

Development of 
science

Baroque art

Decline of Spain’s 
hegemony:

- International 
conflicts

- Weak monarchs 
(“Austrias
menores”)



EUROPEAN CONFLICTS

Thirty Years’ War

(1618 – 1648)

Franco-Spanish War

(1648 – 1659)



Thirty Years War (1618-48)

• Origin: an internal revolt in the Holy Roman Empire, of 
Protestant Princes against the new Catholic Emperor 

(Ferdinand II).

 It all began in the Kingdom of Bohemia (modern-day Czech

Republic), when a Catholic, Ferdinand II, was elected king

(1617).

 The new king soon began to restrain the religious freedom of

the population in Bohemia: he closed and forbid the

construction of protestant churches. This made him very

unpopular given the great number of Protestants, including

some nobles, in the kingdom.

 In 1618, the representatives of the king in Prague were

captured by a group of Protestant nobles and threw them

out of the palace window!!! Although injured, they survived!!

This event, known as the DEFENESTRATION OF PRAGUE,

started the Bohemian Revolt.

 Soon afterward, the Bohemian conflict spread through all

Germany… and eventually across the whole continent of

Europe, involving Spain, France, Sweden, and a number of

other countries. It was the beginning of the Thirty Years’ War.



CATHOLICS 

(German emperor

+

Spain)

VS

PROTESTANT 

German princes

+

Spain’s major 

enemies (France, 

United Provinces, 

England)

+

Other protestant 

states (Denmark, 

Sweden)



• End: Spain & the German Emperor were
defeated. The representatives of the belligerent

estates held negotiations in what is known as the

PEACE OF WESTPHALIA (1648), which put

an end to…

 Thirty Years’ War (1618 – 1648)
 Eighty Years’ War (1566 – 1648)  Spain VS United Provinces

MAIN CONSEQUENCES:

1) Weakened the Holy Roman empire:

 Increased autonomy of the states that integrated the empire. German 

princes gained independence & limited the power of the emperor. 

 Religious freedom (each prince had the right to decide the religion of 

his own state). End of the Religion Wars in Europe.

2) Weakened Spain  formally recognized the independence of the United 

Provinces.

3) Strengthened France  they annexed some German territories (Metz, 

Verdun, Alsace…)



Cuts off the 

access for 

the Spaniards 

to the Low 

Countries 

from Milan 



THE TERRITORY OF THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE WAS REDUCED



Franco-Spanish War (1648-59)

• Origin: continuation of the fights between Spain & France.
 Main reason?? the French annexations in the Peace of 

Westphalia cut off the Spanish access to the Low Countries 

from Milan. 

• Spain was defeated (again!)

• TREATY OF THE PYRENEES:

 France annexed the Roussillon.

 The marriage of Felipe IV’s 

daughter (Mª Teresa) was 

arranged with the French king 

Louis XIV.

 Meant the definite decline 
of the Hispanic Monarchy 
and the hegemony of France
in Europe!!!



Activity 1

Thirty Years' War Franco-Spanish War

Chronology

Causes

Who was

defeated?

Treaties & 

agreements



POLITICAL REGIMES

ABSOLUTISM 
(absolute 

monarchies)

PARLIAMENTARY 
SYSTEMSVS

Most common system in Europe. 
Best example: FRANCE

Exceptional system in Europe. 
Best example: UK



ABSOLUTE 
MONARCHY

Administration was centralized 
& the king was helped by a 

large court formed by 
ministers, councillors & many 

other civil servant

King had unlimited 
power

King controlled 
government alone, 
without consulting 

the traditional 
institutions 

(Cortes/Parliaments)

It was supported by the 
theory of the Divine Right: 
kings’ power came directly 
from God:

- King was considered the 
representative of God on Earth, 
so everyone should obey him.

- Neither laws nor institutions 
could be above the king.

Absolutism

• Authoritarian monarchies evolved and became absolute monarchies.

• Religious & territorial conflicts between states created fear & uncertainty, 

and thus favoured the rise of Absolutism.

Legislative power

Executive power

Judicial power

Controlled the 

army

Intervened in the 

economy



Some thinkers of the period supported the absolute power of the king.



LOUIS XIV OF FRANCE  best example of an absolute 

monarch.

 He took control of the government and ruled 

according to his own wish, without a Primer Minister 

& without asking advice from the États-Généraux.

 He viewed himself as the direct representative of 

God, awarded with a divine right to exert the 
absolute power of the monarchy.

 To illustrate his status, he chose the sun as his 

symbol. He cultivated the image of an infallible 

“Roi-Soleil” (“Sun King”) around whom the entire 

realm orbited.

 He centralized power & tighten control of France. 

 He used art as a propaganda tool, to promote & 
glorify himself & his absolute rule. E.g.: Versailles 

Palace.



Versailles Palace (Paris)



Galería de los Espejos

Creaban una escenografía auténticamente 
barroca para exaltar la figura del Rey Sol:
• 17 ventanales… a los que corresponde 

otros tantos espejos en la pared de 
enfrente. 

• Abundancia decorativa.
• Bóveda con pinturas sobre las victorias de 

Luis XIV.
• Iluminación a base de 3.000 lámparas 

duplicada por los espejos.





PARLIAMENTARISM

King’s power was 
limited by a 

parliament, that 
represented the 

interests of the three 
estates.

• At the same time as absolute monarchies developed in most European 

countries, parliamentary systems aroused in others. The best example is

England.

Parliamentary systems



PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM IN ENGLAND:

 During the 17th Century the attempt to

introduce absolute monarchy in
England led to several civil wars

between absolutists (catholics) &

parliamentarians (protestants).

 1649: the Absolutists were defeated, king
Charles I was executed & a Republic led

by Oliver Cromwell was established.

 1660: after Cromwell’s death, the

Parliament re-established the monarchy

with Charles II. After him, James II

became king.



 James II’s reign came to an end with the Glorious

Revolution (1688) :

 Parliamentarians conspired against the king due to his

pro-Catholic policies. They invited a Dutch prince,

William of Orange, to come to England with an army &

depose James II. He did so, and James II abdicated to

the throne & exiled to France.

 To become king of England, William of Orange had to

sign the Bill of Rights: a document that established a

number of constitutional principles:

 Laws can’t be passed or suspended without Parliament’s 
consent 

 No taxes could be imposed without Parliament’s consent

 Need for regular parliaments. 

 Freedom of speech in Parliament.

 England had become a a constitutional monarchy in
which parliament had control over the king.



JOHN LOCKE: English philosopher and physician, widely 
regarded as one of the most influential of 

Enlightenment thinkers and commonly known as the 
"Father of Liberalism“.

He defended that parliament should exert control over 
the monarch.

“It is common practice in well-organised 

powers that legislative power is placed in the 

hands of a number of people, who in the form 

of an assembly, have the power to make laws. 

These laws need to be implemented and 

respected, and it is necessary that there is a 

power to oversee the putting into practice of 

these laws as well as their application. This is 

why the legislative and executive powers are 

usually kept separate”

“Two treatises of Government”, 1690 (simplified)



 1) Link each of the following phrases to a political regime, 
and explain your choice.

 “The people still hold the supreme power to dissolve or alter 

the legislature, if they consider that it has acted in any way

contrary to the trust placed in it”

 “God established kings as his ministers, and through them he 

ruled over the peoples of the world”.

 4) In the 1689 Bill of Rights, what limitations of power were

accepted by the king? What institution had to authorise

the king's actions and on what matters?

 Define the following concepts: 

Divine Right theory /  Glorious Revolution /  Sun King 

Activity 2



 Spain suffered a progressive decline.

AUSTRIAS MENORES

(17th Century)

The Hispanic Monarchy in 

the 17th Century



Activity 3

Read the text.

Answer to the 

questions.



CRISIS IN THE HISPANIC 
MONARCHY

DEMOGRAPHIC CRISIS

8  6 million people

- Wars

- Emigration to America

- Expulsion of the Moriscos

- Bubonic plague

ECONOMIC CRISIS

- AGRICULTURE: agrarian production 
dropped & irrigation agriculture was 
abandoned due to the expulsion of the 
Moriscos.

- INDUSTRY: barely developed because

 Domestic demand dropped due 

to the demographic decline.

 The wealth acquired in America 

wasn’t invested in promoting 

industry (they preferred to import 

foreign products).

- TRADE: declined due to pirate attacks 
& rivalry of the English, Dutch & French 
traders.

POLITICAL CRISIS

- “Validos”

- External conflicts

- Internal conflicts



 Weaker monarchs, who delegated government tasks to their 

“validos”: nobles that governed the country in the king’s name. 

Political crisis

Duque de Lerma 

(Felipe III)

Conde-duque de 

Olivares (Felipe IV)



EXTERNAL POLICY

With Felipe III  peaceful (“Pax hispanica”). Peace 

treaties with… 

England

United Provinces (Netherlands)  Twelve Years’ Truce

France

With Felipe IV  aggressive. Spanish intervention in 
several wars…

Thirty Years’ War 

Eighty Years War

Franco-Spanish War

Political crisis

Peace of Westphalia & Treaty of the Pyrenees 
 signalled the monarchy’s decline



Peace with England (Treaty of London, 1604) 

end Anglo-Spanish War (1585–1604)

FELIPE III

Assured the peace with France 
by arranging a double Franco-

Spanish marriage:
 Louis XIII (King of France) & Ana de 

Austria (daughter of Felipe III) 

 Felipe IV (King of Spain) & Isabel de 

Borbón (sister of Louis XIII)

Peace with United Provinces: Twelve Years’ Truce 
(1609)  temporary armistice* between Spain & 

the Netherlands (80 Years’ War)

 England ended financial 
& military support for the 
Dutch rebellion & 
stopped piracy against 
Spanish ships in the 
Atlantic.

 Spain stopped supporting 
Catholic rebels in Ireland.

* Armistice: a temporary suspension of hostilities by agreement of the warring parties

The publication of the Twelve Years' Truce 
at Antwerp City Hall 

Both sides were under 

financial struggles

due to the huge costs 

of their military 

campaigns.



FELIPE IV

End of the Twelve 

Years’ Truce with the 

Netherlands (1621) 
 continuation of 

the Eighty Year’s 

war

War against France 

(1648-59)

Supported the German emperor at the 

Thirty Years’ War (1618-48)



INTERNAL POLICY

With Felipe III  EXPULSION OF 

THE MORISCOS (1609)

With Felipe IV

CATALAN REVOLT (1640)

PORTUGUESE WAR OF 
RESTORATION  it gain 

independence again.



EXPULSION OF THE MORISCOS (1609)

FELIPE III  Loss of 300,000 inhabitants (4% of total 
population), mostly from Valencia (⅓ of its 

population), led to an economic decline:

 Decrease in tax collection  nobles had to 

increase the taxes to the Christian peasants

 Loss of hardworking labour force (because 

most of the moriscos were active population) 

 this led to an increase of salaries and, thus, of 

prices.

 Abandonment of fields. Need to import 

agricultural products.

 Decline in irrigation agriculture (rice, sugar…) in 

favour of dryland agriculture (cereals, vines). 





CATALAN REVOLT (1640)

FELIPE IV

 1640: a revolt broke out in Cataluña against Castilla due to:

 The financial support demanded to Cataluña by the central government to 

create a Spanish army paid by all the territories (not only Castilla). It was 

rejected by the Catalan Cortes, since they hold the right to pass new taxes. 

 Obligation for Catalan peasants to accommodate Castilian troops & the 

damage caused by these in Catalan fields, during the fights against France 

in the context of the Thirty Years’ War.

The Vicerroy of Cataluña was killed. Cataluña declared its independence from

Spain & swore allegiance to King Louis XIII of France, who turned out to be

more absolutist than Felipe IV.

 1652: Felipe IV attacked Cataluña and annexed it again to the Spanish
Monarchy.

PORTUGUESE WAR OF RESTORATION (1640 – 68): 
another revolt broke out in Portugal against 

the domination of Castilla. Portugal finally 

regained their independence.



Activity 4: complete the chart
Felipe III Felipe IV

Internal 

policy

External

policy



Population, economy & 

society

 POPULATION: barely grew:

 Wars

 Bubonic plague

 Poor harvests





Population, economy & 

society

 ECONOMY:

 AGRARIAN CRISIS 

agrarian production 

fell due to:

Wars

Climatic anomalies

 CRISIS IN THE MANUFACTURE SECTOR  causes:

Guilds restrained its development.

 Unstable situation caused by wars.

 Low demand of manufactured products.



Population, economy & 

society

 TRADE: grew a lot specially in

Netherlands, England & France, who

had created their own colonial

empires and founded chartered

companies:

 Commercial companies formed by
several shareholders who provided the
capital needed to found them. Shares
of these commercial companies were
bought & sold in stock exchanges (rise
of capitalism)

 They enjoyed certain privileges granted

by the state by means of a charter,
which usually conferred them a
monopoly in a certain area or for a
certain product.

 ECONOMY:



COLONIALISM IN THE 17th CENTURY



Dutch East India Company 

(1602)

Had the monopoly over the 

Dutch trade with Asia.

1st chartered 

company. 

Considered the first 

multinational 

corporation in the 

world, and it was 

the first company to 

issue stocks.



East India Company (EIC)

Had the monopoly over the British trade with Asia.

The company received a Royal 

Charter from Queen Elizabeth I. 

Wealthy merchants and aristocrats 

owned the Company's shares.



Compagnie de la Nouvelle France

Had the monopoly over the fur trade 

in the colonies of New France

(modern day east Canada)



Stock exchange in Antwerp 

(Belgium)



 Establishment of a new economical system: MERCANTILISM

Therefore, this system led to:

 State intervention: countries undertook protectionist policies:

• high tariffs on foreign products (imports)

• Promotion of national manufactures inside the country &

abroad

 Conquest of new markets: countries tried to colonize

territories, to provide new customers for their manufactures &

raw materials (to avoid having to import them).

Economic system according to which a

country’s wealth & power depends on the

quantity of silver & gold that it owned.

Consequently, countries pursued a positive

balance of trade (low imports & high exports),

that would bring gold & silver into the country.





Population, economy & 

society
 SOCIETY: privileged VS non-privileged estates.

NOBLES

Lost part of its power 
with the establishment 
of Absolute 
Monarchies. To make 
up for this loss, they 
tried to gain access to 
the monarchs court.

CLERGY

Remained 
the same.

PEASANTS

Free from feudal conditions (not 
tied to the land any more; they 
were free), but their situation 
worsened due to:
• Wars

• Agrarian crisis

• Increased incomes required from 

the nobility (who demanded more 

from them due to the economic 

crisis).

BOURGEOISIE

Grew in 
number & 
wealth due 
to the trade 
expansion.



a) Why did European population barely grew during the 17th 

Century?

b) Explain the reasons of the agrarian & manufacture sector crisis.

c) Which countries experienced a growth in trade? 

d) What were chartered companies? Name 2 of them.

e) Read the following statement about Mercantilism, and say if 
they are TRUE/FALSE & correct the mistakes.

 Countries pursued a positive balance trade (low exports & high imports) to 

increase their amount of gold & silver.

 The state rarely intervenes in the economy.

 Countries impose liberal policies, like high tariffs on imported goods, to 

protect their national manufactures.

 It enhanced imperialism in order to achieve new markets to sell European 

manufactures.

Activity 5


